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¢ŀōƭŜ ƻŦ /ƻƴǘŜƴǘǎΥ 

tǊŜŦŀŎŜΥ tƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ  

tŀƎŜ о- ²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ Ŏƻǎǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΚ - aŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ōǳŘƎŜǘ 

tŀƎŜ п- ²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ L Řƻ ƴŜȄǘΚ- 9ŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƊŜǊ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ 

tŀƎŜ р- wŜƴǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ CŀǊƳς ²Ƙŀǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ 

 tŀƎŜ с- 9ȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŦŀǊƳ ǊŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ 

tŀƎŜ тς wŜƴǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ CŀǊƳ [ŀƴŘς ²Ƙŀǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ 

 tŀƎŜ уς 9ȄŀƳǇƭŜ ŦŀǊƳƭŀƴŘ ǊŜƴǘŀƭ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ 

tŀƎŜ ф- wŀƛǎƛƴƎ IŜƛŦŜǊǎς ²Ƙŀǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ 

 tŀƎŜ мл-ммς 9ȄŀƳǇƭŜ ƘŜƛŦŜǊ ǊŀƛǎƛƴƎ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘ 

tŀƎŜ мн- ²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ CŀǊƳς YƴƻǿƛƴƎ ȅƻǳǊ ǾŀƭǳŜ  

 tŀƎŜ моς 9ȄŀƳǇƭŜ wŜǎǳƳŜ 

tŀƎŜ мп- aƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƻ LƴŘǳǎǘǊȅς 9ǾŀƭǳŀǝƴƎ ŀ Ƨƻō ƛƴ ǎŀƭŜǎκŎƻƴǎǳƭǝƴƎ 

tŀƎŜ мрς YŜŜǇƛƴƎ ƻǊ ǎŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŦŀǊƳ- ²Ƙŀǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ 

tŀƎŜ мсςму ¢ƘŜ ōŀǎƛŎ ǘŀȄ ƛƳǇƭƛŎŀǝƻƴǎ- ¢ŀȄ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊŀǝƻƴǎ 

tŀƎŜ мф- CŀƳƛƭȅ {ǘǊŜǎǎ /ƘŜŎƪƭƛǎǘς{ŜƭŦ 9Ǿŀƭǳŀǝƻƴ 

tŀƎŜ нлς tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ 

 

ϝtƭŜŀǎŜ ƴƻǘŜΣ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴȅ ǉǳŜǎǝƻƴǎΣ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴǎΣ ƻǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ 

ƭƛƪŜ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎǳǎǎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƻǇǝƻƴǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǊŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƻŎŀƭ  

/ƻǊƴŜƭƭ /ƻƻǇŜǊŀǝǾŜ 9ȄǘŜƴǎƛƻƴ hŶŎŜ ƻǊ YŜƭǎŜȅ hΩ{ƘŜŀ  ŀǘ 

ƪƛƻоϪŎƻǊƴŜƭƭΦŜŘǳ ƻǊ омр-фрр-нтфрΦ   
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²Ƙŀǘ ŘƻŜǎ ƛǘ Ŏƻǎǘ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΚ - aŀƪƛƴƎ ŀ ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘ ōǳŘƎŜǘ 
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²Ƙŀǘ ǿƛƭƭ L Řƻ ƴŜȄǘΚ- 9ŀǊƴƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŀƊŜǊ ŦŀǊƳƛƴƎ 

 Considering a career change is a big decision no matter what industry you 

are in.  Luckily, there are considerable opportunities still in the agricultural 

industry even if you decide to not dairy farm.  When transitioning to a new 

career, asking yourself the following can be helpful: How do I want to spend 

my time?  What do I really enjoy doing?  How much would I like to get paid for 

my work?  Even though transitioning out of dairy farming may not be your first 

choice,  with this change you are afforded a new opportunity to choose what you 

will do.  Taking some time and consideration with your next job choice will 

make for an easier transition.   

 In this document, we explore four career/earnings options.  These are just 

suggestions, we would suggest reviewing each of them and evaluating how 

they might be applicable in your situation.  With any of the options, both the 

feasibility and passion or interest should play a big part in your decision 

making process.  Here are the four options we explore: 

1. Renting the farm to another farmerð This could mean just renting the 

land or  renting the land and facilities.  We provide example contracts 

and prices. 

2. Raising dairy heifers for a neighboring farm ð There are many different 

agreement options  for this, from full boarding to just providing the 

basics.  We provide example prices and considerations.   

3. Working for another farm ð This option has many different variations.  

It gives you the potential to chose a position that requires you to do the 

parts of farming you like the best.   

4. Working for industry ð This option is most likely the biggest lifestyle 

change, but could offer experiences that you havenõt had such as more 

travel to new places, working with numerous operations, and focusing 

on one area of farming that you are interested in.    
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wŜƴǝƴƎ ǘƘŜ CŀǊƳς ²Ƙŀǘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǎƛŘŜǊ 

 When considering renting the farm, there are two approaches to searching 

for tenant.  The first is to privately reach out a neighboring operation or 

operations, while the second would be to send an offer letter to all surrounding 

farms with an open bid/offer of rent.  Either approach can allow negotiations 

on price.  Below are some average rental prices to consider when approaching 

farms or sending out a letter (these are averages for the area and may seem low 

or high when considering your 

specific location.) 

We recommended before setting a 

price, you know and understand 

what it is going to cost your to keep 

the farm property including taxes, 

insurance, maintenance, utilities,  and 

debt payments to name a few.  From 

there, adding 5-10% on top of the 

total cost will ensure that you are 

making a return on your investment.   

  It is always recommended to get all 

contracts in writing and reviewed by 

an attorney.  Having the terms 

written out helps prevent issues and 

disputes later on.  It also helps ensure that you are paid the correct amounts at 

the correct times.  Importantly as well, if payment does not occur you are able to 

take the action needed find a new tenant.  

 Remember that the rental agreement on the next page is an EXAMPLE and 

that we highly recommend you use an attorney to draft one specific to your 

situation.   


